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Introduction 
 

 
 
The Yukon Law Foundation was initially authorized in the Legal Profession Ordinance 
by amendments made in 1975, but was not actually established by the Government of 
Yukon until 1979. The Foundation now carries on its mandate under the Yukon Legal 
Profession Act proclaimed into force on April 1, 1985. 
 
The Foundation receives all its revenue from interest on the trust accounts of the 
lawyers practicing law in the Yukon and from interest on the Foundation’s investments. 
The money available to the Foundation to pursue its objectives will therefore vary from 
year to year depending on the amount of client money held in trust in a lawyer’s trust 
account. For the year ending October 31, 2018, the interest received by the Foundation 
was $76,692.36.  
 
The Law Foundation depends entirely on the interest on lawyers' trust accounts to 
provide funding for grants and scholarships to Yukoners and Yukon organizations. 
  
Individuals or organizations wishing to apply for a grant from the Yukon Law 
Foundation should communicate with: 
 
 Yukon Law Foundation 
 Box 31789 
 Whitehorse, Yukon  Y1A 6L3 
 Phone: (867) 667-7500 
 Fax:  (867) 393-3904 
 E-mail:  execdir@yukonlawfoundation.com 
 Web Site: www.yukonlawfoundation.com 
 
 
The Board has typically met twice per year to review grant applications (generally in 
April and September) and once per year in September to review scholarship 
applications. For this fiscal year, the Board has decided to meet once per year, 
combining the grant funding and scholarship application reviews in the fall. The Board 
also meets to discuss matters within its mandate.  
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Objectives 
 

 

 

As noted in the Introduction, the Yukon Law Foundation is the recipient of the interest, 
which banks must pay on the trust accounts of lawyers practicing law in the Yukon. 
The objectives of the Foundation are to use these funds, as the Board of Directors see fit, 
for: 
 

 conducting research into and recommending reform of law 
and the administration of justice; 

 establishing, maintaining and operating law libraries for 
public use; 

 contributing to the legal education and knowledge of members 
and the people of the Yukon and providing programs and 
facilities therefore; 

 legal aid programs and programs of like nature for the benefit 
of persons unable to afford the legal services they require; 

 contributing to the Assurance Fund; 

 contributing to the cost incurred by the Law Society in relation 
to proceedings under Part 3 of the Legal Profession Act; and 

 doing all other things that are incidental or conducive to the 
attaining of the objects enumerated in the preceding 
paragraphs. 

 
 

Legal Profession Act Revisions 
 

 

The Board is very thankful to have been consulted by the Minister of Justice before the 
tabling of the new Legal Profession Act, providing an opportunity for the Board to 
participate in the modernization of its enabling legislation. We are also grateful to the 
membership of the Law Society of Yukon for voting at the 2018 AGM to a three-year 
pilot agreement between the Law Society and the Law Foundation. As part of this 
agreement, over the next three years the Law Society will provide to the Law 
Foundation with $50 per Law Society member. This agreement will address the issue 
over the past few years of low interest rates on lawyers' trust accounts and also not 
receiving interest from trust accounts that are held outside of the Yukon by non-
resident Law Society members. Both of these issues have impacted the revenue flow for 
the Law Foundation which has, in turn, impacted its ability to meet its mandate.  
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Board Membership 
 

 
The affairs of the Yukon Law Foundation are conducted by a Board of Directors 
composed of six members, three being appointed by the Commissioner in Executive 
Council and three being appointed by the Law Society of Yukon. The Board members 
serve for a period of two years at a time. 
 
The members of the Yukon Law Foundation Board during the 2016-17 fiscal year were: 
 
 Appointed by the Law Society of Yukon 
 
 Board Members: Kelly McGill 
   Paul Battin 
   Alex Benitah 
 
 Appointed by Government of Yukon  
 
 Board Members: Mike Reynolds 
   Thomas Ullyett 
   Jody Woodland 
    
The Board selects its own Chair from among its membership.  
 
 Chair:  Mike Reynolds 
 
The Board contracts an Executive Director for the Yukon Law Foundation. 
 
 Executive Director:  Deana Lemke 
    
The Board of Directors meets to consider applications and issues. Decisions of the 
Foundation are made in accordance with the wishes of the majority of the members 
present at a meeting. The Foundation presents a record of its financial position at each 
meeting and grants are considered in light of the revenues of the Foundation and the 
merits of each application. Applicants who receive grants are required to acknowledge 
in their grant activities the funding involvement of the Foundation.  
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Grants 
 

 

Grant funding was approved during the fiscal year ending October 31, 2018 for the 
following projects:  

       
 
Law Library 
 

 Law Library Society of Yukon 
Legal research collection       $10,000  

      
 
      Total Grants Approved:  $10,000 
 
 

Scholarships 
 
 
A total of four scholarships were awarded to the following Yukon students, for a 
combined amount of $2,000:  
 

 Stephanie Dragoman 

 Mieke Leonard 
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National Law Foundation Meeting 
 

 
The Association of Canadian Law Foundations (ACLF) is comprised of representatives 
from each provincial/territorial law foundation and the BC Notaries Society. Under the 
umbrella of the ACLF, we are able to exchange information about issues of common 
concern, discuss best practices and collaborate on national funding initiatives. The 
exchange of information assists in many ways — for example, when we are negotiating 
bank rates for interest on lawyers’ trust accounts (IOLTA), it gives smaller foundations 
greater leverage knowing the rates that larger foundations have negotiated. Since our 
funding is derived exclusively from IOLTA, every percentage point makes a difference 
when it comes to interest rates. Our Yukon Law Foundation benefits greatly from being 
a member of this national organization. 
 
Every year, a meeting of Chairs, Executive Directors and Trustees is held for ACLF 
member foundations. Each province or territory takes a turn in hosting the meeting.  
This year, the ACLF meeting was held in Vancouver, BC on February 2, 2018 in 
conjunction with an American Bar Association (ABA) Commission on IOLTA meeting. 
Chair Mike Reynolds, Board Member Paul Battin, and Executive Director Deana Lemke 
attended the 2018 ACLF meeting. 
 
A series of workshops sponsored by the National Association of IOLTA Programs and 
the ABA Commission on IOLTA took place on February 1, 2018. This opportunity 
enabled trustees from across the United States and Canada to meet one another, 
exchange information and discuss issues of common interest.   
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Financials 
 
 

The accounting firm of Estrada & Tan was retained to provide audited Financial 
Statements for the Yukon Law Foundation for the fiscal year ending October 31, 2018. 
The audited financial statements are included in this report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          ________________________ 

   Mike Reynolds 
   Chair 
   Yukon Law Foundation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






















